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Fruitfulness in Testimony

We have been crying out in the months since September for a “Christ Awakening” that would have the five marks described by theologian J. I. Packer. They are:
1.  Awareness of God’s presence. 
2.  Responsiveness to God’s Word. 
3.  Sensitiveness to Sin. 
4.  Liveliness in Community. 
5.  Fruitfulness in testimony.
To align your heart with God’s will, spend some time reflecting on Psalm 67 and turn each verse into a personal prayer for the spread of Jesus’ fame in our region.
So how will God make His ways “known on the earth?” Here, in Packer’s words, is a description of what we are asking God to do: “Revival always has an evangelistic and ethical overspill into the world. When God revives the church, the new life overflows from the church for the conversion of outsiders and renovation of society. Christians become fearless in witness and tireless in their Savior’s service… Truth spreads, and people are born again and grow in Christ, with amazing rapidity.” 
Why should we expect that true revival will bring about a resurgence of widespread personal sharing of the gospel message?  Observe the answers in the following verses, pausing after each one to ask God to do this again here in the lives of God’s people.
Acts 1:8

Acts 4:31

John 7:37-39

John 15:26 

1 Corinthians 2:4
How will gospel proclamation flourish again?  It will be because the Holy Spirit brings about change in at least the following five key activities in believers’ lives.  After seeing the Biblical examples of these, pray specifically for God’s power to bring these changes about.

1) They pray for nonbelievers more often (Romans 10:1)

2) They intentionally engage in relational activities with nonbelievers more often (Mark 2:16) 

3) They ask questions to begin spiritual conversations more often (John 9:35) 

4) They share stories of what God is doing in their lives more often (John 9:25)

5) They share the gospel message, either briefly or at length when there are opportunities (1 Peter 3:15)

Where will this bold testimony take place?  Here is our opportunity to pray for gospel conversations to be initiated in specific places and occasions as the Holy Spirit guides.  Ask Him to grant compassionate boldness…

· ....In our students’ conversations at school.

· ....During conversations with friends about disturbing news and discouraging events.

· ....Among employees during breaks and workplace conversations.

· ....When loved ones are in need of forgiveness and grace.

· ....While we are lending a hand to a neighbor, a friend, or a stranger. 

· ....When hospital patients are receiving care.

· ....In the midst of tense discussions about justice and fairness.

· ....When the malicious are expecting a harsh reply.

· ....When the hurting, perplexed, and grieving are needing hope.

Your own church and its ministry:
Pray for a resurgence of evangelism among the members of your own church as you and those around you pray for specific lost people, find ways to show them kindness and care, and begin gospel conversations with them.

