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TOGETHER We Pray

February 2020
A guide for interceding for the advance of the gospel 


Christ over all

Paul says, “all things were created through him and for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Col. 1:16-17) That is why we pray that Jesus’ kingdom will come – over all things.
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WE PRAY



We have summed up many of the “all things” of our lives in nine “spheres” where we pray for Christ’s presence and reign.  Over the next months, we will focus our prayers on each of these, one by one.  

Christ over Education.

As we begin, take some time to worship God using the truths and promises of Ps. 25 - the great “Education Psalm.”  Thank Him for his teaching ministry in YOUR life. Then…
Pray for the world of education

All of us in life are giving, receiving, or being touched by education – it affects us all.  Satan is after our children. And so are those with evil, unbiblical agendas in this world. The indoctrination of children at a young age is the goal of many who live against the Word of God. More and more, we are seeing children being taught morality according to those who stand against everything the Bible represents as God is driven further and further from our schools. But here are six groups of individuals in our region that we will pray for today, and a passage of scripture to guide our prayers:

Administrators:

“I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all … who are in high positions…and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim. 2:1-4)

Ask God to give principals and superintendents wisdom and grace amid the many challenges and problems in our schools, using them to create places for “a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” Above all, pray specifically that they will be saved and come to know the truth, and that God will position more and more godly leaders among them.

Teachers:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God…Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?” (John 3:3,10).  Pray that more and more teachers in elementary, middle, and high schools and professors in our higher education will find new life in Christ.  Ask him to use more and more Christ followers who will enter classrooms to have a winsome and bold witness.

Christian Students:

 “Pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.” (Col. 4:3-4) Young believers may sometimes feel that heading off to school is like being sent to jail.  But God has called them to be a light there.  Make a list of the names (or faces if that’s all you know) of specific children, youth, and young adults in your own church, and pray for them individually, that God will open up doors of conversation, give them eyes to recognize them, boldness to walk through them, and just the right gracious words to give to their classmates or teachers. Then, boldly ask God to bring into position student leaders within student bodies, who are like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—filled with power and wisdom because they know their God and understand the principles of His kingdom (Daniel 1). “Lord, fill our schools with your light!”

Lost Students:
“…Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt. 19:14).  Students are all different:  they may be clueless, troubled, ambitious, confused, proud, discouraged, fun loving failing, or successful. But in any case, without Jesus, they are lost.  Ask God to use friends, parents, or caring adults to point the way towards Jesus for specific students you know.

Parents:

“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you shall …teach them to your children.” (Deuteronomy 11:18-19) Where instruction starts and sticks is in the home.  Ask God to create a spiritual hunger in the minds and hearts of adults, that they will seek after God and find salvation in Christ.  Then pray that they, along with other believing parents, will seize the opportunity to model a consistent Christian life for children and youth, will be loving and caring listeners for them, and will pass on the knowledge of the truths of the Bible and the wonders of Jesus Christ.

School Staff

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men…you are serving the Lord Christ.” (Col. 3:23-24) Schools are blessed by the work of countless custodians, bus drivers, cafeteria works, nurses, and monitors who spend hours with students each day.  Many have opportunities to be a caring older friend and an exemplary testimony.  Ask God to give them a greater vision for their work, a supernatural love for the students that surround them, and a timely word of witness when He opens the door. 

Pray for the teaching ministry of YOUR church:

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life… instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.”(Matthew 28:19-20 – MSG) Pray that your church will be grounded in Biblical truth and use each pastor and teacher to be fruitful in making disciples.
